THE WAR AND AFTER
Dukes.'* I did not expect much of Tsarist Russia
either militarily or morally. My belief that Germany
would lose the war was based rather on calculations
and comparisons of the resources of both sides in
men and raw material* That America might help
did not occur to me.
When I got back to Prague I tried to perceive
in what spirit the Czechs were reporting for duty,
and I saw that it was with loathing and disgust, as
though they were being sent to the slaughter-
house. There were cases of resistance, and persecu-
tion began. A rising in Bohemia could only be
expected by one who had no idea of conditions
there. When I decided that I must take some
action against Austria, I did not say to myself that
I was a patriot and that my country needed me; I
simply had a bad conscience at the thought that
our people were going to the front and to prison,
and that we Members of Parliament, their elected
representatives, were sitting at home. I said to
myself: "Since you're a Member of Parliament, then
go and do something!" At the same time I had, of
course, to reckon with what might happen to me
and my family, but that was all part of the game.
First of all I went twice to Holland. I had a
passport for all the countries of Europe; the visa
I got for the purpose of accompanying my sister-
in-law to the boat; she was going back to America.